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Our Savior’s and Gilmanton United Methodist Churches 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
During the season of Lent, we had the opportunity to study the life and teachings of John Wesley through our Lenten Bible study 
series, “Soup & Sermon.” To guide our study, I found two well-crafted videos (Vision Video. John Wesley - Faith That Sparked 
the Methodist Movement. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRRqKe3QB5c, The Incredible Journey. John Wesley 
– The Man Who Saved England. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwjdD_JbOok) that offered a rich overview of 
Wesley’s life and theology, and I prepared discussion handouts to accompany them. Each week, participants engaged in lively 
discussions, often going beyond what I had prepared, and together we reflected on how we might live out Wesley’s teachings in 
our own faith journeys. 
 
At the suggestion of several attendees who felt this study should be shared with our church family, I have decided to include a 
summary of what we learned—especially from the final session—in this May newsletter. 
 
My hope is that this summary will help you, as heirs of Wesley’s legacy, to discover more deeply the richness of what he has 
passed down to us. 
 
In Christ’s love 
Rev. Hyuntae Kim Ph.D. 
 
Summary: The Life and Teachings of John Wesley 
 
Early Life and Education 
John Wesley was born on June 17, 1703, in Epworth, England, to Samuel and Susanna Wesley. His father was an Anglican 
priest, and his mother played a significant role in his religious upbringing, ensuring that all her children received a strong Chris-
tian education. One of the most defining moments of Wesley’s childhood was surviving a fire that burned down his family’s 
home. This experience led him to believe that God had spared his life for a special purpose. 
 
Wesley attended Oxford University, where he studied theology. While there, he and his brother Charles formed a small religious 
group called the Holy Club, which focused on strict spiritual discipline, Bible study, prayer, fasting, and helping the poor and im-
prisoned. Their methodical way of practicing their faith led people to call them "Methodists," a name that eventually defined the 
movement John Wesley would lead. 
 
Spiritual Awakening and the Methodist Movement 
 
In 1735, Wesley traveled to the American colony of Georgia as a missionary. However, his time there was unsuccessful, and he 
returned to England feeling spiritually discouraged. It was not until May 24, 1738, at a meeting on Aldersgate Street in London 
that Wesley had a life-changing experience. As he listened to a reading from Martin Luther’s preface to the Book of Romans, he 
felt his "heart strangely warmed" and finally understood that salvation comes through faith in Christ alone, not just through 
religious works. This moment transformed his faith and became the foundation of his future ministry. 
 
After this experience, Wesley began preaching with a new passion. He believed that faith should not only be personal but also 
expressed through action. However, many churches in England rejected him because of his emphasis on spiritual revival. In re-
sponse, Wesley took his message directly to the people, preaching in open fields, streets, and marketplaces, often to large 
crowds of working-class people who felt neglected by the established church.                                         (continued on page 4) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRRqKe3QB5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwjdD_JbOok
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Happy Anniversary! 
5/3 Randy & Dora Johnston 

5/7 Randy & Jan Bechel 

5/8 Dave & Debbi Holden 

5/9 Mike & Deb Bruning 

5/13 Marvin & Donna Moy 

5/15 Ray & Laurie Johnston 

5/19 Clarence & Mary Beth Pichler 

5/23 Ronald & Neuretta Molland 

5/31 Roger & Christy Mock 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

5/1 Jack Biederman 

5/2 Kennedy Thompson 

5/3 Deb Bruning 

5/3 Leah Pichler 

5/6 Darrin Ede 

5/6 Karter Johnson 

5/7 Terry Plank 

5/13 Brandon Ramthun 

5/13 Adalynn Richards 

5/15 Lucille Davis 

5/15 Tara Unser 

5/16 Jeremy Poeschel 

5/17 Brogen Unser 

5/19 Jessica Zingshiem 

5/21 Dawn Moy 

5/22 Susan Sie 

5/24 Debbi Holden 

5/25 Kayliee Johnston 

5/26 Breanna Bursaw 

5/28 Royal Ottum 

5/31 Braelee Unser 

Members who are in long-term care 

facilities. 

Military veterans. 

All firefighters, EMTs, police, and 

military personnel.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ 

around the world.  

Keep in Prayer... 
Happy 

Mother’s 
Day! 

Soup & Sermon 
Lenten Season 

2025 

Thank you to Sonny & Linda Sandberg for the 

outdoor spring clean-up. 
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May Worship Service Helpers 

 Greeters/Ushers Worship  Leader Money Counters 

May 4 Jay & Kolleen Branger Katie Sandberg David Saxe & Jay Branger 

May 11 Jim & Gloria Williams Mike Bruning Jan Bechel & Stephanie Stamm 

May 18 Stephanie & Lily Stamm Mary Beth Pichler Linda Johnston & Mary Beth Pichler 

May 25 Bob & Sue Stoughton Katie Sandberg Katie Sandberg & Leah Pichler 

Camera Operator:  Saul Ness 

APRIL 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

National Day of Prayer 

2 3 

4 

Holy Communion 

9:00 am Gilmanton Worship 

10:30 am OS Worship 

5 6 

6:30 pm Worship Committee 

Meeting 

7 8 9 10 

11 

Mother’s Day 

9:00 am Gilmanton Worship 

10:30 am OS Worship 

12 13 14 

12:30 pm Membership Commit-

tee Meeting 

2:00 pm UWF 

8:00 pm MHS Baccalaureate  

15 

6:00 pm Council Meeting 

16 17 

18 

9:00 am Gilmanton Worship 

10:30 am OS Worship/choir sings 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 

8:30 am Gilmanton Choir Practice 

9:00 am Gilmanton Worship/choir 

sings 

10:30 am OS Worship 

26 

Memorial 

Day 

27 28 

6:30 pm OS Choir Practice 

29 30 31 

       

 
 Refreshments will be served after church at Our Savior’s on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of   

 the month. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of  the church. 

May 2025 
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Key Teachings of John Wesley 
 
1.  Salvation by Grace Through Faith – Wesley taught that God's grace is available to everyone and that salvation comes not by 
works alone, but through faith in Jesus Christ.  
2.  Prevenient, Justifying, and Sanctifying Grace – Wesley described three stages of grace:  

•  Prevenient Grace: God’s love is present in everyone’s life, even before they recognize it.  
•  Justifying Grace: A person is saved when they trust in Christ and accept His forgiveness.  
•  Sanctifying Grace: A believer grows in holiness, becoming more like Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

3.  Personal and Social Holiness – Wesley emphasized that faith is not just about personal salvation but about transforming society. 
He believed Christians should actively work to improve the world around them. 
4.  The Importance of Small Groups – Wesley organized small groups, or “class meetings,” where people could study the Bible, pray 
together, and hold each other accountable in their faith journey. 
5.  Serving the Poor and Needy – Wesley believed Christians should help the marginalized. He started schools for children, medical 
clinics for the sick, and relief efforts for the poor. 
6.  Opposition to Slavery – Wesley was one of the earliest Christian leaders to speak out against slavery, calling it a great evil. He 
encouraged Methodists to support abolition efforts. 
 
The Growth of Methodism 
 
Wesley traveled over 250,000 miles on horseback and preached more than 40,000 sermons throughout his lifetime. His tireless work 
led to the rapid expansion of the Methodist movement, not only in England but also in America. By the time of his death in 1791, 
Methodism had grown into a global movement with thousands of followers dedicated to living out their faith through love, discipline, 
and service. 
 
John Wesley’s Legacy 
John Wesley’s influence continues today through the Methodist Church, which has millions of members worldwide. His teachings 
remind Christians that faith is not just about personal belief but about loving God and loving others through action. Wesley’s famous 
quote captures his lifelong mission: 
"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all 
the people you can, as long as ever you can." 
 
His life serves as an inspiration for Christians to live out their faith with passion, discipline, and a commitment to social justice.  
 
Closing Reflection on John Wesley’s Life and Teachings 
 
As we conclude our study on John Wesley, we reflect on his incredible journey of faith and his passion for living out the Gospel. Wes-
ley’s life teaches us that faith is not just about belief but about action—serving others, standing up for justice, and striving to grow 
closer to God every day. 
Through his teachings on grace, holiness, and social responsibility, Wesley showed us that following Christ means transforming not 
only our hearts but also the world around us. He did not wait for people to come to the church; instead, he went to where people 
were, preaching in fields, ministering to the poor, and advocating for those in need. His life challenges us to ask: How can we live out 
our faith in the same way? 
As we move forward, let us remember that the same God who worked through John Wesley can work through us today. Whether 
through small acts of kindness, standing up for what is right, or committing to a deeper spiritual life, we can follow his example and 
make a difference in our communities.      

Dear Church Friends, 

We just finished our Soup and Sermon Bible Study. While the study was really good, I wanted to 

thank the cooks/bakers for providing the soups and the bars. You all did a good job, and a big 

“THANK YOU” is coming your way.           -Gloria 
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UWF will once again be collecting items for Personal Dignity Kits 
through May 25, 2025. There is a collection bin outside the office. 
All items must be new and placed in a 1-gallon resealable plastic 
bag. Please follow the list exactly; they cannot use the item if it is 
not packed as per the list below.  

PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT SHOPPING LIST 

 

 1 hand towel (no kitchen towels) 

 1 washcloth (no dishcloths) 

 1 toothbrush (no multipacks) 

 1 bar soap, 3-4 oz 

 1 shampoo, 12-19 oz 

 1 deodorant, 2-3 oz (stick, roll-on, or pump) 

 1 lotion, 8-10 oz 

 1 1-gallon resealable plastic bag 

 
Congratulations, Graduates! 

 

Jack Biderman 

Madeline Martin 

Skylar Nelson 

Miriam Sandberg 

 

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up 

in him and established in the faith, just as you 

were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 2:6-7 

 

Baccalaureate Service 
Mondovi High School 

Wednesday, May 14 

8 pm 

Thank you to everyone who donated so generously 

toward our Easter Garden! 

 In memory of Irvin Yelle, Dana & Mildred Yelle, Eldrid & 

Evelyn Branger by Ann Yelle 

 In memory of Merlin & Julia, Milo & Vera, Jane, Carolyn 

& Beverly by Sonny & Linda Sandberg 

 In memory of Frank, Lueann & Randy Yule, Cap & 

Margaret Bechel by Jan & Randy Bechel 

 In memory of John & Kay Anderson, Sid & Abbie Williams 

by Jim & Gloria Williams 

 In memory of Eldrid & Evelyn Branger, Orville & Ruth 

Klevgard & Kathy Goodrich by Jay, Kolleen, Julia & Grace 

Branger 

 In memory of parents Jerry & Olga Olson; siblings Larry, 

Natalie, Gwendolyn & Theodore; nephews Ryan, Jeffery & 

Thomas by Randy & Debbie Duncanson 

 In memory of parents Bob & Marion Duncanson; brother 

Roger and his wife Mavis (Jaquish) Duncanson by Randy & 

Debbie Duncanson 

 In memory of Cheryl Dieckman by Jim Dieckman Family 

midwestmission.org

