Our Savior’s, Gilmanton and Montana Salem United Methodist Churches September 2026

Pastor’s Corner
A Legacy of Faith

Not long ago, Sharon Gunderson and her husband, from River Falls, visited our church. Sharon had
heard from her father that one of the stained-glass windows in our church was connected to her great-
great-grandfather, Alexander (Alex) Brown. Whenever she came to Mondovi, she thought about
stopping by to look for the window, but she had never had 3 /

the opportunity. This time, we finally found it together. At
the bottom of the window were the words, “In Memory of
Mrs. Alex Brown.” It was a special moment for Sharon to
find a part of her family history that she had heard about for

many years.

I was also impressed when Sharon showed me a notebook in which she had
recorded stories about her ancestors. She had taken time to learn about the lives
of family members from generations ago and to preserve their stories. As |
watched her, I thought about how important it is not only to leave a legacy, but
also to remember and pass on the legacy we have received.

Sharon’s visit also reminded me of another story Kathy shared with me. A
couple had seen our stained-glass windows from outside the church and thought :
they were so beautiful that they came in and asked if they could see them from inside. Kathy gladly showed them into the
sanctuary.

These two stories reminded me of my own first visit to this church. When I first walked into the sanctuary for my
introductory meeting before I was appointed here, I was also impressed by the beauty of the stained-glass windows. But
after worshiping here for several years and seeing them every week, they became so familiar that I no longer noticed their
beauty as I once did.

Perhaps the same thing can happen in other parts of our lives. The people around us, the church community where we
worship together, the ordinary blessings of each day, and even God’s grace can become so familiar that we forget how
precious they are. Many of the blessings we enjoy today have also been passed down to us by those who came before us—
people who lived faithfully, prayed, served, and sacrificed.

Recently, as I prepared for Irma’s funeral, I found myself thinking again about what remains after a person’s life. One
picture of Irma stays with me. Whenever I led worship at American Lutheran Home, I often saw her making her way to
the service with her walker, even when walking had become difficult. Her family also remembered that she never spoke
badly about others and never left anyone out. To me, these simple memories show the life of a woman who quietly and
faithfully followed her Shepherd.

There is an old saying familiar to many Koreans: “When a tiger dies, it leaves its skin behind; when a person dies, he or
she leaves a name behind.” I don’t think “leaving a name behind” simply means that people will remember our names. It
is also about how we lived, what we valued, how we treated others, and what our lives leave in the hearts of those around
us. (continued on page 6)



September 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5
6:30 pm Worship
Committee Meeting at OS

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

9:30 am Joint Worship with Holy | Labor Day 2:00 UWF

Communion at Our Savior’s; choir 3:30 Bazaar Meeting

sings 6:00 pm Confirmation

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

8:30 am Montana Salem Worship No confirmation 6:00 pm OS

9:30 am Gilmanton Worship Council Meeting

11:00 am Our Savior's Worship

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:30 am Montana Salem Worship 6:00 pm Confirmation
9:30 am Gilmanton Worship

11:00 am Our Savior's Worship

27 28 29 30

8:30 am Montana Salem Worship 6:00 pm Confirmation
9:30 am Gilmanton Worship
11:00 am Our Savior's Worship

September Worship Helpers at Our Savior’s

Greeters/Ushers Worship Leader Money Counters
Y0 o | Jim & Gloria Wiliams Mary Beth Pichler 2y Branger, Gimanton and Montana Safem
9/13 Rita McDonnell & Terry Stiner Katie Sandberg Jan Bechel & Leah Pichler
9/20 Mary Beth & Leah Pichler Ann Yelle Katie Sandberg & Stephanie Stamm
9/27 Sonny & Linda Sandberg Rita McDonnell Linda Johnston & Mary Beth Pichler




Happy Birthday!

an Kaycee Christ Pronschinske
9/3 Rebecca Reidt

9/6 Kasey Poeschel

9/11  Stan Winsand

9/12  Becky Davis

9/14  Rachel Kent

9/14  Mike Stoughton

9/18  Carol McDonough
9/20  Scott Davis

9/21  Teresa Schofield

9/22  Matt Thompson

9/25  Daniel Schaffner

9/26  James Luethi

9/26  Santana Nelson

9/29  Joel Ernst

Happy Anniversary!

9/2 Marty & Luanne Swanson
9/16  Mike & Kim Fillmore
9/19  Darrin & Toni Ede
9/21  Jaramia & Jade Jehn
9/25  John & Judy Schwartz
9/30  Mark & Kay Johnson

Keep in Prayer:

Members who are in long-term care facilities
Military veterans

Firefighters, EMTSs, police, and military personnel
Brothers and sisters in Christ around the world

Memorial Given

A gift of money was given by Myra King for the elevator
repairs, to a church she said she has always loved, in
memory of her loved ones.

UWF Potluck & Bazaar Meeting
Wednesday, September 9, at 2:00 pm with a Christmas
Bazaar meeting to follow at 3:30 pm

Many Thanks!

Another successful year with the OSUMC Pickle Project!
It is always heartwarming to see so many individuals turn
out to make this a reality. | think | counted a total of 36
volunteers this year. Without each one of you, we would
not be able to attempt this fundraiser. There are so many
moving parts to this project, and everyone filled a role.
Thank you all! We had members of all three churches
(Mondovi, Gilmanton, and Waumandee), friends of the

church, and community members who rolled up their
sleeves and participated. It was fun to hear the chatter,
belly laughs, and the final whoop of joy as the last
cucumber end was removed. The projected earnings are
$4553.

Blessings,
Christine Kramschuster




“Christmas..Walk Right In” Bazaar
Saturday, November 7, 2026

9am-3pm

Baked goods

Candy

Lefse

Rosettes

Branger Pickles

Craft & Quilt Items
Plants

Garden Décor

Garden Produce
Grandma’s Cupboard —
Antiques & Collectibles

We will be serving
fancy Christmas treats,
coffee and tea, for
people to “walk right in
and sit themselves
down.”

Our Savior’s United Methodist Church
210 N. Eau Claire St., Mondovi, WI

Tour of individual homes will not be included this year



Joint Worship
&
Picnic

July 2026

Gilmanton UMC




(continued from page 1)
The stained-glass window Sharon came to see still bears the name of her family even after many generations had passed.
Irma left behind memories of a life of quietly and faithfully worshiping God and loving others. Their stories are different,

but both remind us that what one generation leaves behind can continue to touch the generations that follow.

Yet the source of a faithful life is not ourselves. It is the grace of God, who first loves us and faithfully holds us. The
legacy of faith we leave behind is ultimately the fruit of God’s grace at work in our lives.

So I find myself asking two questions: Are we grateful for the legacy of faith that those before us have left behind? And
what kind of legacy of faith are we leaving for those who come after us?

Our prayers and worship, our love and kindness, our small acts of service, and our faithful steps in following Christ may
seem ordinary today. But someday, they may become part of a beautiful legacy of faith passed on to another generation.

May we remember with gratitude those who have left us a legacy of faith, and may we, by God’s grace, leave a faithful
witness for the generations that follow.

In Christ,

Pastor Hyuntae Kim, Ph.D.
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